
Dear Past Pupils of St. Finian's College,

Thank you for signing up to the college's past pupil association on our
school website. We would like to take this opportunity to keep you up to
date on what is happening in our school since your graduation.

St. Finian's College class of 2002 reunited last year to mark 20 years since
their graduation. The class, accompanied by their former teacher, Fr Phil
Gaffney, planted a tree on the college grounds in memory of their
classmate, Mark Clooney. Deputy principal, Ms Aisling Ryan gave the
group a tour of the school where there were plenty of opportunities to
reminisce on their time in St. Finian's.

Past pupils from St. Finian's College Class of 2002
during their 20 year reunion in April 2022

A lot has changed in St.
Finian's over the years
and each year that
passes brings even more
change. As a school
community, we wish to
maintain a close link with
our alumni. Staff at St.
Finian's College are
always delighted to hear
from past pupils and are
excited to hear of the
various ventures and
careers each person has
embarked on.



The college's German exchange programme with Maria Stern
Gymnasium in Augsburg continues to maintain a fruitful relationship.
Fifth Year student, Rian Wallace shares some of his experience:

German Exchange

"I went on the German
exchange trip last year. It
was a good experience
overall and I would highly
recommend it to anyone
thinking about doing it.
Although the first day in
Germany can be a little bit
awkward as it is your first
time seeing your partner in
real life, it quickly gets better
and it doesn’t take long for
you to settle into your new
temporary home. 

The trips we went on as a class were really fun however the highlight of
the trip for me was when me, a friend and our partners went to a
climbing hall on the Sunday. I would advise you to arrange something for
the Saturday and Sunday well in advance as it can be a long day if you
stay at home and do nothing. You should also bring some snacks to bring
on the class trips. The trip improved my spoken German greatly and
helped me with my oral exams in 5th Year. I can’t recommend the trip
enough and I think everyone should do it if they have the chance."

St. Finian's College students with their
partners from Augsberg for the 2022

exchange programme

Our students thrive on a variety of activities and programmes. Some of
these programmes have been running for many years such as the Schola
Cantorum and the German Exchange. Let's hear from some of our
students and the various activities they have been involved in over the
past academic year.



This division is a big step up from last year and unfortunately we were
unlucky to play three very challenging teams: Killina, Rochfortbridge and
Loreto, Navan. Our last game was against Killina and, sadly, we narrowly
missed out on a win by a couple of points. We now face a three way
playoff between Rochfortbridge, Killina and ourselves which should
prove entertaining.

Sport

The college's various sports teams continue to achieve great things. Both
the boys and girls basketball teams in particular have excelled. The U16
boys team recently won the All-Ireland Schools Cup Final against
Castlerea CS. Sixth Year student, Sarah Downes shares some of her
experience of sport at St. Finian's College over the course of the past
academic year:

"I have a huge interest in
sport and am greatly
involved in a variety of
school teams. I am captain
of the senior camogie
team. This year we moved
up a division as we
reached the final last year
and it’s proving tough. We
started the season with a
win against Clane.

St. Finian's College U19 Girls Basketball Team

St. Finian's College
Senior Girls

Camogie Team



It was St. Finian's first
time in a girls U19
midlands final since
2018, when I was in first
year. It was a great
opportunity to represent
the school and play a
sport I love. 

The girls senior football
team traveled to
Oakland’s, Edenderry for
our first match. We had a
rusty start with girls
getting used to playing
with each other. We
came back strongly in
the second half and were
gutted to end up losing
by a point knowing we
were the better team. We
played our other
matches at home in
awful conditions. The
pitch was like a mud bath
and yet again we were
defeated.  

St. Finian's College U19 Boys Basketball Team

This year was a huge one for the girls U19 basketball team. Winning every
game we progressed to the semi-final easily. The other team pulled out at
the last minute so that meant we were straight through to a midlands
final. It was great to see a team reach the final where only one player
played club basketball. We were very lucky to get the opportunity to play
in the National Basketball Arena in Tallaght. The atmosphere was amazing
as even with club I had never gotten the chance to play in Tallaght. We got
off to a good start but unfortunately Portlaoise College’s experience
showed in the end and we ended up losing. 

St. Finian's College U16 Boys Basketball
Team celebrating their All-Ireland win



"TY is a year for personal development to mature, discover new talents,
make friends, and learn more skills. As a member of the fifth Transition
Year group of St. Finians, I can say I have many experiences to
remember. We had many new module subjects that you wouldn’t
normally have on the curriculum such as political education, media
studies, volunteering, leadership, computer coding, environment
studies and public speaking. These modules were very helpful in
exploring our interests. Every few weeks if we were lucky enough, a trip
would be organized for the year group by our teachers, such as The
National Sports Campus of Ireland, Dublin Castle or Tayto Park. Not to
mention the annual end of year trip to Killary Adventure Center. Each
trip was completely different and often something new we would have
never experienced before so it was a lot of fun.

We also had three work experience opportunities where we could apply
to anywhere we wanted to for a week of work in a professional
environment. I really enjoyed my placements as they gave me an idea of
what type of job I would like to have in the future and I even gained a
part time job from one of the placements.

We look forward to the rest of the season and hopefully we will come
away with a win or two. Sport is a major aspect of school life in Finian's
and it’s great to see the close knit community of all the girls teams
especially between junior and senior girls. Hopefully the 2023 season
will turn in our favour."

Transition Year

St. Finian's College has been running its
Transition Year programme since 2017 under
the constant direction of the TY coordinator
Mr David Andrews. Eabha Wallace is a current
Fifth Year student who completed the TY
programme last year. Here is what she had to
say about her experience:



The musical was probably the center of transition year for most. We
spent hours every week practicing and preparing ourselves for our
production of Oliver! the musical. The musical was held over three days
with around three hundred people in the audience each night. Personally,
I would say the musical was probably the best thing I decided to
participate in. I was able to gain so much from it and it was something I
definitely wouldn't have been able to do without being in TY.

Speaking from my personal experience, I believe Transition Year is a
really beneficial year for most students. I'm so glad that St. Finian's
College offers it to its students and I was fortunate enough to have had
the opportunity of being a Transition Year student in 2022."

One of my favourite things that we took part in was the driving
education course that came to our school to teach us about the safety
rules of the road. We learned how to change a tire as well as getting a
turn at driving a car around our school grounds. This was very safe and
legal of course!

St. Finian's College Transition Year Class of 2022 in costume
for their performance of Oliver! the musical



Schola Cantorum

The Schola Cantorum programme at St. Finian's college continues to
provide excellent opportunities for young musicians to develop their
craft. Third Year student, Fearne Coyne shares her experience as a
Schola student:

"My music scholarship has had a huge impact on my music career
already. My sister was lucky enough to be a part of the programme also
and when she first mentioned it to me I knew it was something that I
would love to participate in but it wasn’t until I actually was involved in
it that I realised the opportunities it would give me. Without it I would
never have been given the amazing opportunity to perform at the annual
St Patrick’s Day Mass celebration broadcasted on RTÉ to the entire
country, an honour that I will forever treasure. 

The Schola programme has
massively heightened my love for
music, (something I thought
couldn’t be possible). I am learning
so much from the most amazing
teachers and gaining an
understanding and knowledge of
this art that wouldn't be possible
elsewhere. It really gives you such
an appreciation for music and I love
being part of it."

Past pupil, Enda Keating under the
direction of Professor Gerard Gillen at the

Feis Ceoil Masterclass in 2019

Past Pupils from St. Finian's College School
Choir in concert in 2017

Stay in Touch!

Please stay in touch with the school
community via our alumni email:
alumni@stfinianscollege.ie.

St. Finian's College is always
interested in staying connected
with its past pupils!


